
God willing, enough Arabs and 
Israelis remained in Madrid this 
morning for the Middle East peace 
conference to begin. 

By the time Frederick started 
waking up, Spain was preparing 
lunch. All kinds of things could have 
taken place while you and I slept. 

It must be counted a modern 
miracle Israel, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and representative Pales- 
tinians agreed to come together at 
all. 

The Biblical prophecy of “wars 
and rumors of wars” has constantly 
applied in the lands that spawned the 
West’s three major faiths. Even 
during those times of rare general 
peace those quarrelsome peoples 
managed to keep rivalries alive. 
They raided, raped and murdered, 
citing their victims’ differences to 
justify their crimes. 

No wonder most Americans agree 
with the former president, who said 
of the Middle Easterners that they 
have '‘always” been killing each 
other: True, as I said, but so has the 
rest of mankind. 

This was formerly the way of the 
entire world, readers may recognize. 
Until recently similar observations 
applied to "civilised” Europe: 
Today’s Yugoslavia serves to remind 
how thin the veneer still is. 

A case can be made that much of 
our national impatience with the 
troubled region stems from 
ignorance and prejudice, a single 
monster with twin names. Anything 
that human beings do not understand 
they have a tendency to hate and 
fear. Some of both emotions exist in 
most Americans’ attitudes toward 
Islam and Judaism, the area’s chief 
religions. 

Except for whatever lingers from 
reading the Bible, few people in this 
country have any knowledge of the 
Middle East. Last winter’s Desert 
Storm provided a crash course, 
which drew attention solely because 
of the involvement of U.S. forces. 
Interest plummeted once the bleed- 
ing ceased. 

In the long rim, the briefest shoot- 
ing war in American history left a 
legacy that may endure. For the first 
time Arabs were understood to be 
good guys. 

Of course there had been Nobel 
Peace laureate Anwar Sadat, but he 
was from North Africa. The Middle 


lling 


East begins on the Suez Canal's far 
bank, especially after Egypt's 
president signed the Camp David 
accords. 

Since settling with its most 
werful neighbor in 1979, Israel has 
minated its corner of Asia. Its 
army and air force have regularly 
mauled any cross border threats. 
The once-feared Intifada faded into 
nothingness, helped by bloody 
divisiveness among factions of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

Let us abolish the notion that 
millions and millions of Muslims 
stand ready to demolish the Jewish 
state. Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
was merely the most egregious 
example of how the region's ancient 
rivalries survive. 

Moreover, the divisions within 
each Arab nation continue to make 
impossible the joint unity necessary 
for a serious challenge to Israel’s 
existence. Big-mouths alone can 
never hope to challenge America's 


George Bush’s tidy 
little war also 
collapsed Israel’s 
claims that survival 
depended on its own 
resources. The 
claims have never 
been true. 


oldest ally in the Middle East. 

Once invited, Israel’s closest 
neighbors had no choice but to show 
up in Madrid. Post-Desert Storm 
realities demand the Arabs hang 
around until the end, however bitter 
or sweet. 

George Bush's tidy little war also 
collapsed Israel's claims that sur- 
vival depended on its own resources. 
The claims have never been true. At 
any rate, the Soviet Union's disap- 
pearance destroyed the last reason 
for Israel to maintain Its status as the 
Middle East's super power. Desert 
Storm completely arrogated that role 
for this nation. 

Isaeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Shamir and his right-wing colleagues 
will no longer be able to rattle the 
Soviet saber to elicit further billions 
from an increasingly reluctant 
American public. They must now 
rely on campaign contributions to 
manipulate elected U.S. officials. 

But those prospects are bleak. 
Given this country's skyrocketing 
domestic needs, candidates in future 
races could find themselves in 
trouble for advocating the diversion 
of more money to a nation whose 
leaders spout defiance and 
truculence at the United States. 

Before showing up in Madrid, Mr. 
Shamir reasserted Israel’s intention 
to keep the West Bank and other 
occupied land. He continued to sup- 
port new developments in the 
territories, despite objections from 
both the White House and the state 
department. 

In addition, having prevented 
Soviet Jews from emigrating else- 
where, Israel now argues its 
resources are inadequate to handle 
the flood. It demands American 
taxpayers guarantee loans for 
absorption costs. 

A Shamir walk-out in the confer- 
ence, on whatever basis, would make 
awkward attempts to justify the $10 
billion guarantee. It could place his 
Washington lobby in an unprece- 
dented hole with the White House, 
already particularly sensitive 
because of Israeli officials’ allega- 
tions of anti-semitism against Mr. 
Bush. 

With his re-election facing unex- 
pected difficulties because of a lag- 
ging economy, this president has the 
capability of turning Yitzhak Shamir 
into next year’s Willie Horton, by 
hanging tough against the Jewish 
community. 

On further thought, I have little 
doubt everyone was on hand when 
the Madrid conference convened 
today. The rest of the world can now 
only hope a formula may be found to 
bring peace at last to the very 
troubling Middle East, God willing. 


